
The Comic all Hiforie of 

For this foole Gudgin,this Opinion : 

Come good Lorenfo , fare ye vvell awhile, 

lie end my Exhortation after dinner. . ; 

Uren. Well, we will leave you then till dinner time. 

I mull be one of chefs fame dumbe wire men. 

For GratUno never lets mcfpeake. 

Gra. Well, kcepe me company but two yeares moe,- 
Thou (halt not know the found of thine owne tongue. 

Ant. Fare you well, Ilegrow a talker forthisgeare. 

Cjra. Thanks yfaith, for filence is onely commendable 
In a neats tongue dr ied,an<J a mayd not vendible. Exeunt. 

9 _Ant. It is that any thing now. ... 

<2, If. qratUno fp'eakes an infinite deale of nothing more then 
any man in all Venice-, his reafons aroas two graines of wheat hid 
in t wo bufhels of chafTe: you Aral feeke all day ere you find them,, 
and when you have them, they are not worth the fearch. 

Ant. Well, tell me now what Lady is the fame. 

To whom you fwore a fecret pilgrimage, 

That you to day promis’d to tell me of. 

Bajf. Tis not unknowne to you tAfnthonio, 

How much I have diflabled mine eftate, 

By fomething Aiovving a more fwelling port. 

Than my faint meanes would grant continuance i 
Nor doe I now make moanetobeabridg d 
From luch a noble rate, but my chiefe care 
Is to come faircly off from the great debts. 

Wherein my time fomething too prodigal 1 

Hath left me gag’d ; to you Anthonio, 

I owe the moft in money and in love,.. 

And from your love I have a warrants 
To unburthen all my plots and purposes, 

How to get cleare of all the debts I o we. 

Ant. i pray you good Baffanio let me know it, 

And if it ftand as you you - (clfe ftilldoe, 

Within the eye of honour, be aflur’d, 

My purfc, my p'erfon, my extreameft meanes 
Lyealiunlockt to your occafions. u 

3a(f, In my Schools dales, when 1 had loft one fhaft, 

• - I flwt 


the t M erchant of Venice, 

I fnothis fellow of the felfe fame flight 
The (life fame way, with more advifed watch. 

To find the other forth, and by adventuring both, 

I oft found both : I urge this child-hood proofe, 
Becaufe what followes is pure innocence. 

I owe you much, and like a wiifiill youth 
That which I owe is loft; but if you pleafe 
To fiioot another arrow that felfe way 
Which you did flroot the firft, I doe not doubt, 

As I will watch the ay me, or to find both. 

Or bring your latter hazzard backeagaine. 

And thank ef'ully reft debter for the firft. 

An. Y ou know me well, and herein {pend but time 
To winde about my love with circumftancc, 

And out ofdoubtyou do menovv more wron<* 

In making queftion of my uttermoft 
Then ifyou had made waft ofalJ J have 
Then doe but fay to me what I fhould doe 
That in your knowledge may by me be done. 

And I am preft unto it : therefore fpeake. 

Bajf. In Belmont is a Lady richly left, 

And /he is faire, and fairer then that word. 

Of vvbndrous vertuesj fometimes from her eyes 
I did receive faire fpeechlcfle meffages : 

Her name is ^ Portia , nothing undervallew’d 
To fates daughter, Brutttt Portia, 

Nor is the wide world ignorant of her worth. 

For the foure winds blow in from every coaft ’ 
Renowned fhtors,and her funny locks 
Hang on her temples like a golden fleece, 

Which makes her feato f Belmont Cholcbosfi rond 
And many lafons come in queft of her. 

0 my lAnthonio, had J but the meanes 
To hold a rivall place with one of them 

1 have a minde prefages me fuch thrift * 

That I fhould queftion leffe be fortunate 

Nckhfr wT knowft tl,ata11 m y fortun “ arc » &>> 

in either have I money, nor commoditic 
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